-2-

My very dear friends,
May the blessing of God Almighty,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, descend upon you
and remain in you forever!
We cannot hide reality to our own eyes: this is
true, we live, alas, in a world of doubt, incredulity and secularism.
Our religion is confronted by incessant attacks
coming from the God-less. Our faith is delivered up to the sarcasms of unbelievers, who
in private or public meetings, pour upon it their
insults and scorn.
In our countries where human rights are
extolled, persecution, ridicule and disdain prevail. Have not you witnessed first hand cynical
and mocking laughter that become common
place in this world, against what is most respectable and sacred for us, namely: the nuns,
priests, bishops, cardinals, the pope and the Church. Many media outlets have a tremendous time disfiguring the Church of Christ.
We all need Mary, the Mother of the Church, our Mother, to live through this world and
irreligious atmosphere, and not to be scared by the jeering that attacks our faith.
Dear friends, as St. Teresa of Jesus used to say so well:
“God alone suffices”. No matter what we may have to withstand to keep our faith firm
and whole, to maintain the tradition of our Fathers, of the Saints, the Popes and the Martyrs. For, as Jesus said in His Holy Gospel: “What will it profit a man if he gain the whole
world but forfeit his soul?”
We do have a few days to spend here on earth, so let us spend them in the love of God
and neighbor, in complete surrender to the Will of God Who loves us so much; this God
Who is so good and so merciful to us all.
Be also faithful Christians
who know how to take
some time out for prayer,
but also to practice mercy
and charity towards the
poorest of the poor, the destitute, those that life has
rejected, the prisoners, the
elderly and the sick.
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Many are very often stupefied by the Internet, by TV which leads them away from God,
from prayer and from common sense, from the love of the family and from charity,
which you must practice towards those who expect your smile and your helping hand.
May your hearts be overflowing with love for those who suffer so much in their heart
and in their body, and may this love be expressed through deeds.
Do not forget that the face of the poor is the Face of Christ.
And on the day of your death, these poor persons that you will have helped, assisted and
loved, at God’s tribunal, these poor will support your cause and with all their love, they
will unveil for you the most sacred Face of the Risen Christ.
In the United States, the feast of Thanksgiving is so very important. You will all take
to heart to express your faith and your giving thanks through charity, because as Holy
Scripture says: “it covers the multitude of faults”. All, we are sinners, and all, we need
God’s Mercy.
My friends, in a few days, it will be the Nativity of Jesus Christ, He, the Only Savior of
men.
May this feast be for you an opportunity for a spiritual renewal. In this holy and salutary
Night, I suggest that you come near the crib of your church or house, to adore the Child
God in the arms of Mary, and under the sweet gaze of Joseph. There, you will better
comprehend the love of God for us, because the Word was made flesh to dwell among
us, manifest His mercy to us, and save us.
May the peace and joy of Christmas be in your hearts.
							Most Reverend Bishop Jean Marie + snd
							
-4-

Founder of Fraternite Notre Dame

Help us
to help others
picking strawberries on her knees despite
continuous back pain. She is very grateful for
the food boxes, prepared generously by our
religious, which include bread, cereals, milk,
ery dear friends,
meat, good fruit and vegetables, canned goods
When we practice Mercy, we actually come and other items, as His Excellency Bishop
closer to God, and in return, He opens His Heart and Jean Marie has always recommended us to do,
is certainly willing to fulfill us with His graces. Once to provide for a balanced diet.
again, I appeal to your generosity while we are finishing this year of Mercy – mercy towards the poor! While we tell them again of our prayer and
before parting with a “God bless you!”, the
This is the Mission which the Most Blessed Virgin mother’s face turned somber, and she exMary has requested from Most Reverend Bishop plained that her little girl at times loses her
balance. She did go through some medical
Jean Marie: taking care of the poor.
Now, why would we fear to become poorer if we tests, and the doctor fears it might be cancer!
give to the poor?

V

Here is an anecdote for you: while we were in the
process of distributing pantry boxes at our weekly
food support program meant for families in need, an
all smiling poor lady came up and received her share
of food. Next to her was a pretty little girl of about
four, hiding close to her mom out of timidity. The
latter explained to us that she works hard at a farm,
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What a touching moment, as our hearts
sank with sorrow and compassion
towards this unfortunate family! The
dignity and courage of the mother impressed us, for nothing really could
have revealed such trials! Once again,
what a lesson!
They are poor and have to cope with
so many problems: the sickness of a
child; or losing a dear one; getting laid
off; bills piling up to be paid, and so
much more... But all of this
WITHOUT ever losing
their faith in God!
Help us to soften the lives
of all these people in need,
and offer them what is necessary through our food
Programs; the after-school
sessions for children; or a
financial support whenever
necessary, and let them
feel that there is a family
here which loves and understands them.
Christ loves them and
Christ understands them!
What about us? What will
we do for the poorest of the
poor?
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I invite you to help us assist
these unfortunate. Even the
smallest offering will be welcome, and you shall receive the
reward of Christ, as He Himself
said:
“Whatsoever you will have
done to the least of Mine, you
will have done unto Me.”

My little children,
Why do you turn away from my advice?
How many times will I have to warn you against
your way of life and of treating nature?
You punish yourselves when you live in looseness and out of control appetite for money.
You allow your financial interests to come first,
before resolving the problems that you yourselves have created, by turning away from God’s
Commandments.
The imbalance that you have brought about will
destroy you, little by little. Your food is adulterated, that is why there are so many diseases. You
live in a wealth of goods, and you cast aside,
without any scruple, millions of starving people.
What are your leaders doing?
My little children, pray a great deal, never tire
of praying to the Holy Spirit, and defend God’s
cause.
Our Lady, March 14th, 2016

may they beware not to live as if God, Heaven
and Hell would not exist; but that through their
behavior, they may not scandalize the little ones.
My little children, you the religious friars, nuns
and priests of Jesus Christ. Do return to your
God with a contrite heart, for He is full of Mercy.
Pray, pray a great deal with your Holy Rosary
beads in your hands.
Our Lady, April 14th, 2016

My little children,
I feel much sorrow at the sight of consecrated
souls, priests who live in the spirit of the world,
careless of Jesus, My Divine Son, adjusting His
Gospel to the whims of the world, and transforming it at will towards profit.
When, then, will they understand that they need
to live far from the spirit of the world, if they
want to save their souls and the souls that have
been entrusted to them.
They ought to live far from gambling, far from
fashion, far from worldly pleasures, far from
danc-ing and beaches, from the Internet and
from mobile phones, but close to Jesus Host,
Jesus Crucified and Risen Again.
Let them be close to Me, their Mother Who love
them so much!
Let them be close to the service of the poor, of the
rejected, of those who live without any vacation,
who labor and toil and have to fight poverty and
work hard each day. There, and there only, will
they perform God’s most holy Will.
Let them not forget that they are not eternal, and

My little children,
Stop for a few moments, and in silence, ponder
and realize how the Internet and the mobile phones
destroy the families, alienate people’s will, stupefy
the young and the not so young, indoctrinate and
destroy the youth, breaking families apart, inciting to hatred and violence, destroying peace in
hearts and attacking the faith, hope, charity, and
God Himself!
The greatest obscenities become engraved in
people’s memories, and will not be erased from
them, unless there is a divine intervention, a
conversion obtained through prayer.
Our Lady, July 14th, 2016

My little children,
I appeal to all the souls who want to remain faithful to Jesus, My Divine Son, to form an army of
praying people, with the Bible in their one hand,
and the rosary in the other, and Holy Communion as often as possible, in order to thwart the
action of the devil over the souls, to obtain Victory from Divine Mercy and reinstate the kingdom of Christ Jesus.
Our Lady, June 14th, 2016

My little children,
You speak so much of sexuality and so little of
true love grounded on the Holy Gospel and the
Enemy takes the pain to mix them up. That is
why numerous homes are divided.
Pray a great deal. I bless you with all my heart +
Our Lady, August 5th, 2016
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Day by
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-At the Monastery of St Francis & St Clare-

Day...
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T

he magnificent ceremonies,
grandiose and very moving, have
touched many a heart.
Parents and friends had not yet
recovered from their emotions on

that Pentecost Monday, some
new ones were to follow with
the first Masses of our three new
Priests, who had prepared themselves for their great mission
for so many years, close to His
Excellency, Bishop Jean Marie.
It was moving indeed to see
our revered Father Founder
serving the Mass of each
one of his spiritual sons, and
receiving their first blessing. Their testimony of faith,
of love for the Most Blessed
Sacrament and for the Most
Blessed Virgin Mary, along
with their fidelity to Bishop
Jean Marie was very edifying.
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By the end of the last Mass,
three little altar boys were
holding the chasuble of the
new priest during the procession.
Let us sustain them through
our prayers and sacrifices.

May Our Lady of Frechou,
Mother and Queen of Priesthood, keep them like the apple
of Her eyes!
A fraternal meal then regrouped many of the pilgrims
around our Good Shepherd, his
three new Priests and the two
new Friars.
Back in the month of June, we
had the joy to attend the first
Graduation of Notre Dame
Academy, the school founded
by His Excellency, Bishop Jean
Marie, who personally gave the
diplomas and board of honor.
It seemed as if Miss Calmejane would bend down from
up above in Heaven over our
little school. We keep engraved
into our memory the precious
advice and examples that she
gave us, as when she liked to

quote this sentence from St.
Francis de Sales: “Let me tell
you something, Sister, never
forget this: “you cannot imagine how high a soul could ascend, if she were encouraged.”
May she deign to intercede for
all, the students, parents and
teachers.
“You are Entering Holy
Grounds”; this is what can be
read by the entrance to Notre
Dame Monastery. Yes, this is
a blessed land where you feel
closer to God, where peace
envelops us and even the animals, birds, deer and little rabbits know that no hunter will
come to threaten their lives.
Their tranquil presence comes
to strengthen this feeling of
Peace which surrounds us
from all sides.
But such peace does not mean
laziness, for there is much to
do in every corner of the Monastery! The pleasant lawns
are kept so neatly thanks to
sustained and well-organized maintenance. At times,
a mower breaks down, or a
thunder storm interrupts the
work, nevertheless you have to

patiently endure it and persevere
whenever conditions allow it. The
little Sisters do not work halfway.

“This place is so warm and
cozy”; “Your presence here is a
blessing.”

Those at the Bakery do not work
halfway either, for there is much
to do from spring when the first
markets open, and most of all,
with the opening of our new
store at Wilmette, just north of
Chicago, on the shore of Lake
Michigan.

They already feel the benefit of
the graces that accompany the
work and prayers of the Servants of Our Lady. This Good
Mother’s mantle envelops all
those who, directly or indirectly,
come across Her children.

This is a beautiful little Boulangerie – Pâtisserie which includes a tearoom. The residents
are overjoyed and they never
cease their praise: “Thank you
for choosing our city.” “We are
very happy that you are here.”
“Stay here and don’t go anywhere!” “We truly needed something like this here”. “This is
beautifully adorned”.

On July the 16th, the baptism
of little Mary Camila took place
where her parents and godparents presented her with faith and
piety, to receive this great Sacrament which made her a child
of God and a member of the
Church. She had the privilege to
be christened by His Excellency,
Bishop Jean Marie.
There was also labor in the fields,
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with the hay and gardening,
and working in the vineyard;
welcoming the pilgrims and on
a weekly basis, and distributing the food pantry boxes. In
parallel to this, preparing more
programing for FNDTV is an
ongoing venture to develop the
prayer apostolate and the edification of the souls throughout
the world, using modern means
of communication.
Most Reverend Bishop Jean
Marie keeps a watchful eye
over it all, and manages efficiently all the activities of Fraternite Notre Dame, always
feeling greatly concerned by
the sanctification of each in
particular, and towards the
advancement of the Work,
which Heaven has entrusted to
him.
Then, on August 21st, the
great traditional procession
to solemnize the feast of the
Assumption of the Most
Blessed Virgin Mary and
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the feast of the Sorrowful and
Immaculate Heart of Mary.
Numerous pilgrims came from
various places, to honor the Most
Blessed Virgin Mary, to thank Her,
and to ask Her for graces of healing, protection and comfort, which
they need so much.
Each one went back to his or her
way, with a bit more peace in the
heart and a bit more joy and consolation, along with the certainty to
be loved by God and by His Most
Holy Mother.

W

hat is happening at
our Chicago church, Our Lady of
Frechou, Mother of Mercy and
Mother of the Church? Well, we
keep active at the service of Our
Lady; a fairly eventful life, for there
is so much to do!

Located close to our Church
is a retirement home, and
every week, when the doors
open, the elderly thank us
with bright smiles, each one
in turn.

ing... but it was 4 in the afternoon! Just imagine what these
poor children have to endure
at home, on a daily basis! She
actually devoured a good meal,
upon arriving at our program.

Indeed, poverty is great in
every corner of our neighborhood. It is common to come
across alarming situations.
Such as this family which we
discovered while doing the
rounds to pick up the children
and take them to our after
school program. We entered
an apartment that was completely empty. The mother
told us that this had been the
case since the grandmother
left with all the furniture. Four
kids and several adults live in
the apartment entirely void of
furniture, save for a few closets, a fridge and a cooking
range.
The little girl that we picked
up there told us that she ate
some oatmeal in the morn-

At night, when we feed the
homeless, the lines are long.
They actually get longer and
longer. Unfortunately, we notice an increase in the number
of people without a home. They
can be seen on street corners
or under the expressway overpasses of downtown Chicago.
That is very sad. Even on the
fourth of July, when the US Independence is celebrated, we
had crowds coming for lunch
at the soup kitchen! They explained to us that oftentimes, the
food that they are given to eat is
just spoiled. So they do not eat
for 2 days. That is why they so
much appreciate our coming
around.
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Now, let us speak of the restoration
work at the church. Our church
is... over a 100 years old, which is
pretty old for an American church.
For a long time, important repairs
were past due. The roof needed to
be redone at all costs, which was
finally worked on, but not without
difficulties.
The job was gigantic. Besides, the
repair was to be completed for a
unique event: the Sacerdotal Ordination of three priests by His
Excellency, Bishop Jean Marie.
In fact, nothing happened easily.
Many obstacles had to be overcome! One particular night, while
the roof was just temporarily
covered, a terrible thunder storm
broke out, and it started pouring
literally, right into the sanctuary,
at one in the morning! Awful.
Another day, an antique plumbing pipe burst open from old age
and flooded the premises. Efforts
beyond human endurance were
required, but Bishop Jean Marie’s
Religious people gave themselves
unreservedly to the task, along
with our dear friends and volunteers. We thank them all here!
On May the 14th, we had a very
special religious ceremony, since
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two young friars received the cassock. They have followed this
irresistible attraction for the
Divine Calling. The young friars
will be genuine ‘lightning rods’
for our society.
They will pray and sacrifice themselves towards the salvation of
souls.
The following day, Pentecost
Sunday, took place the Sacerdotal Ordination of three of our
Deacons. The service was both,
grandiose and recollected. In his
homily, Bishop spoke of the grandeur of Priesthood. How the priest
gives Eternal Life through the
Sacraments that he administers.
How he immolates himself as
another Christ, and how he strips
himself from the world.

The newly-ordained priests –
Father Leopold Marie, Father Marie Damien and Father
Stanislas Marie – were very
moved. Those who experienced
these special moments will keep
them well enshrined in their
memories.
The church vestments where
magnificent; the music as well,
since Diana, her sister Corinne
and a friend Nancy, respectively,
professional violin players and
violoncellist, accompanied the
ceremony. Let us give thanks to
God for so many beautiful things.
This is our life at the church of
Our Lady of Frechou in Chicago,
which alternates between these
very lofty moments and hard
day-to-day labor, at the service of
the less fortunate.
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W

ho could ignore
Manhattan when it is terribly
hot in summer, and terribly
cold in winter?

In the summer, our poor persons are very happy to come
and have a good meal in a
nice and cool place, because
at times the heat is really
heavy, along with humidity,
which makes you feel like
you are in a tropical climate.
But the winter will soon
knock on our doors, and
then, again, they will hurry
to come find shelter inside,
and be satisfied.
However, you will never
hear them complain, and
they will always wear a
smile.
One day, while one of our
Sisters was opening the
door of our soup kitchen,
she heard a poor person tell

her: “This is the best place
on Manhattan, the top really.
The food here is delicious,
and it’s very clean.” What a
soothing balm this was to her
heart!
Unfortunately, here also, poverty is increasing and each
week, new families come to
be counted in our food pantry
distribution.
And we should mention here
that Providence is watching
over us; thus, one day, a store
gave us numerous boxes of
cookies, and all these poor
children were given a real
treat. One of them told us
very simply, from the bottom
of his little heart: “Thank
you, I love you.”
- 17 -

Our homeless persons can
be just as unpredictable and
natural:
“Oh! Sister, you are wearing
new shoes; are they comfortable?”
These poor people seem so
ignorant, so dirty, and yet
they are actually very tactful, very attentive, and quite
full of faith and a certain wisdom. Dear friends, knowing
them and being honored by
their friendship and trust is
really a great treasure.
Our Lady of Frechou continues on her pilgrimage
from one family onto the
next, where they welcome
Her and wherever She goes.
She sows a great deal of
graces. One family in particular has felt the presence of
this Mother of Mercy in their
home, as She had a Heavenly Peace prevail there.
- 18 -

The Christians from the Middle East are so full of inner
peace, even though they were
horribly tortured. We had a
chance to listen to them on the
occasion of an International
Congress on religious freedom, organized by a Madrid
institute called “Hazteoir”.
Several Bishops, Priests,
Religious and lay persons had
come from Iraq, Syria, Nigeria... to testify to their sufferings and tortures, which
they endured and are still
enduring today. Their faith is

extraordinary, and their courage exemplary, knowing
that martyrdom might be
at the end of the way. They
insisted a great deal on the
fact that we, the Christians in
the West, must wake up.
If our faith remains too superficial, then what will happen
to us? Let us learn from the
current events, and let us be
like them, ready to testify with
our lives, if necessary, to attest our Faith in Jesus Christ,
true God and true Man, born
of the Virgin Mary.

All these Christians from
the Middle East ask us to
pray for them and sustain
them; and most of all, not to
forget them.
No, we shall not forget them,
and the same thing with our
benefactors: dear friends,
we pray for all of you who
support us with faithfulness
in our charitable works,
and remember these words
of comfort from the Holy
Gospel:
“If you ask anything of the
Father in My Name, He will
give it to you.”
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O

n a clear May morning, up on a sunbathed hill, His
Excellency Bishop Jean Marie
welcomed us at the new Monastery of Saint Francis and Saint
Clare.
Through a grace from Heaven,
this Monastery happened to be
vacant, and while nowadays,
you can see so many churches
downgraded and turned into
secular buildings and so many
religious homes closed down,
this one Monastery was reserved for our Order by the
Most Blessed Virgin Mary. Let
us give thanks to God!
We shall long remember how
Bishop showed us around the
property. We follow his alert
- 20 -

pace as he gives us a tour
of the premises. Agape with
amazement, we follow him
through the very large compound, wholly set up and
established for its religious
purpose.

The Bishop is so happy! He
says that “Providence is so
good”. Of course, he had
to work twice as hard. The
place was abandoned and
dilapidated, but in a short
time, a new breath of life

It is plainly obvious that this
site was destined for our
cause, as our Founder has
always had a great devotion
for the poor little man of
Assisi and for Saint Clare.

has blown into it and renovated part of the buildings,
through the medium of the
Friars and Nuns under the
precise directions of our
Superior.

Now, everyone is up to arms.
In the large kitchen, our Sisters are actively preparing
the dishes. The florist Sisters
make their compositions, but
this is a large church and fortunately, very big sky-blue
vases are there to beautify
the sanctuary.

The Friars are tuning up the
audio system in the church,
and finishing the last paint
touch ups. The Organist Sister
can tell that the organ works
very beautifully and is a fair
one, even though it mistakenly
remained plugged in and on
for two years, which seriously
damaged the console, but fortunately it could be repaired on
time.
Now, on time... for what?
For the Reconciliation of this
Church!

The Church has tall pointed
ceilings, pretty, and clear
with its blue painted beams
– the Marian colors – behind the main and minor
altars, as if it were meant
for us.
The Main Altar was already
dedicated to Saint Francis
and Saint Clare and their
fine statues stand against a
wood retable.
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Indeed, Most Reverend
Bishop Jean Marie has
invited the faithful of Our
Lady of Frechou Church in
Chicago and the pilgrims
visiting from France, to
attend this very special
ceremony for that holy
place, which was abandoned for so long.
The Mass was very moving
in these spacious and limpid premises. The sermon
which the Bishop gave us
there emphasized on faithfulness, this fidelity of the
early pilgrims who have
known the beginnings of
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Frechou and followed the
humble start, and then, the
commissioning to the Missions, the arrival in the
United States, the opening
of Chicago, the building of
the Ecce Homo Shrine, the
calling of the Hermits, and
so many other works that
have occurred over just a
few years.
So many undertakings that
testify to the origin and
power of the Apparitions
of the Most Blessed Virgin Mary also demonstrate
the exemplary tenacity
and labor of our Founder,

so full of zeal to implement the
requests from Heaven.

ful church of Fraternite Notre
Dame in the USA.

So, there you are: this is a new
Monastery destined to preach
spiritual retreats. We thank
Providence on this beautiful day.

Neither would we, actually, the
Servants and Handmaids of Our
Lady! And because miraculous
facts have always blossomed
in the foundations of our Order,
a little 5-year-old boy told his
aunt that St Padre Pio was present during the Mass, next to the
Bishop. “- How do you know
that?” “- I recognized him! You
did not see him? But the other
one, I don’t know who he is.
He was dressed like him”. We
thought that it was Saint Francis.

In his sermon again, Bishop Jean
Marie thanked the pilgrims of
old, many of whom were present, for having supported him
in tough times. Their friendship helped him to surmount the
many trials that came about.
This is a little fold of which
some sheep are already in
Heaven, but that, one day, will
reunite to be together again.
We were all very moved. The
truth is, these early pilgrims
would never have thought that
one day in the future, they would
be gathered in a such a beauti-

All these gifts from Heaven urge
us to give ourselves more wholly
to the Immaculate Virgin, for
is not She God’s masterpiece,
as His Excellency Bishop Jean
Marie so well puts it?
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I

n London like elsewhere, poverty is really present and there, again,
Fraternite Notre Dame is dedicated to
providing some relief to all these homeless persons and destitute families.
Providence always takes care of us,
and on the feast of the Sacred Heart,
It sent us a kingly meal: chicken
thighs and pasta with cream and lardons, which rejoiced our guests.

undocumented people gather,
but also for those who do not to collect food, and a Sister
want to endure the lack of pri- wearing a habit!”
vacy of hotels.
In the flights of stairs of the
For the City of London rents London underground, peohotels or dwellings for the poor, ple’s goodwill at times comes
but as one of them explained to to the rescue, to help us carry
me, violence and robbery are our suitcases laden with supoften committed in them, and plies, for we need to hurry
therefore many of these people back and put it all in the reprefer to sleep in the quiet, in frigerator, for the following
day’s service.
the street.

That same night, we went out to distribute whatever food was left, in the
streets where numerous homeless and Food does not happen to come
to us just by itself: we have to
walk and seek, knock on doors
with our rosary beads in our
hands. On the eve of the Sacred
Heart, by the time stores were
closing, we went, carrying a
suitcase and some bags, to collect sandwiches in a chain of
cafes down in central London.

These people who come and
have lunch are unemployed.
The City of London grants
them a little money with
which they manage to pay
part of their rent, but they still
need to feed their family. So a
meal and a box of pantry food
are quite welcome.

Before coming in for lunch,
The waiter, wearing a look of many pay a visit to the Blessed
blank astonishment, told me: Sacrament, at the church
“I’d never seen a Sister coming which is adjacent. They ask

- 24 -

that we would pray for
them, to get a job.
The homeless in the
street are very grateful,
and many just sleep
out in the open, while
at night they gather in
a place where some
charities come and
serve hot meals.
There are many young
fellows who are out in
the streets, begging.
What a striking feeling
to realize how strong
is their faith. Most of
them wear a cross or
rosary beads around
their neck, and sitting
on the ground, they
hold a holy card of
Our Lady of Perpetual
Help or Jesus Merciful
in their hand and they
ask to bless their cross.
One of them was
telling me: “We are just
like you, the Sisters,
we are happy because
our only bond is in
God”. And he showed
me a tattoo around his
neck that read:“Jesus
Christ is my only
attachment.”

How very comforting
to speak of the faith
with them: this is their
natural language. They
spontaneously speak
about God. They smile
very much, and in
their gaze, you can see
the gaze of Jesus Merciful.
Some of these poor
persons are very tactful and full of attention; one of them
wanted at all costs
that I keep one sand-

wich for myself.
Another handed me
a paper towel along
with some disinfectant, because I had a
cold. They are very
polite and respectful of the Religious
Habit. “Here Sister,
take this.” Another
explained to me:
“Oftentimes, I speak
to God, and I can
hear Him.” What an
example of faith for
us who lack nothing;

but as for them really, they have
nothing but they own it all.
Our Lady is watching over her
children. We get proof of it very
often. One particular night, after having distributed food in
a very busy street of Central
London, a man rushed out of
nowhere, riding his bike, and
shouting when he saw the Sister, he hurled himself at her to
strike her, but efficiently using
her empty food suitcase, Sister
shielded herself for protection.
Then, the man turned to one of
our Order’s Tertiary who accompanied her, and attempted
to hit her face with the front
wheel of his bike. She narrowly
escaped with a fractured wrist,
fortunately she had protected
her face, or otherwise he would
have disfigured her.
After an evening spent at the
hospital where medical attention was given, Our Lady
had obviously protected us,
and She showed that She is
truly our Mother, as in the invocation that His Excellency
Bishop Jean Marie taught us:
“Mother, show us that Thou art
our Mother.”
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H

ello dear friends; my name
is Adominus, or Ada, I am from
Niger and I have been educated. I have
known Most Reverend Bishop Jean
Marie’s Mission from the beginning of
2003, when I was visiting with a friend
and doctor, Sunaich, who asked me
to accompany her to distribute some
medicine.
There, I met with Sister Brigitte Marie
who had been sent by Most Reverend
Bishop Jean Marie, to look for a very
rare medicine in the city of Niamey.
The medicine was destined for a baby
who was only one day old, and with
which Sister had just been entrusted.
The mother, who was mentally ill, had
attempted to bury her child alive.
Sister Brigitte Marie had looked for
that medicine pretty much every where,
so I consulted with my connections
and I was able to get the said medicine,
which cost about 50 euros; I took it to
Sister, who told me: “How much do I
owe you?”

“No, Sister, considering what you are doing, I
cannot sell you this medicine, I just give it to
you, and this is simply my special gesture to
acknowledge all that you are doing on behalf of
your Superior.”
So this is how I became acquainted with her,
and I told her that if she needed me, she could
contact me through the doctor and ask for me,
and I could help her.
Sister Brigitte Marie would call me up, if she
needed some medicine, or if she had some
concerns, and I would support her, because
someone who knows the local country is always
needed.
Then in 2009, I came to Chicago and I met
with His Excellency, Bishop Jean Marie for the
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first time, and believe me,
this was a great opportunity
for me, because when I saw
him, I understood that he was
a man of God, and has faith
and is someone who loves the
people.
I thanked him very much for
all that he is doing in Niger,
and for all these people who
do not have anything to eat,
yet he, from thousands of
miles away, would think of
them.

abandoned, who had lost
both his mother and father,
and whose family had fled.
After several tests, the child
proved to be negative, and
that was a real miracle; the
doctors could not believe
Now, to date, there is obvious their eyes.
trust between he and I, and I
never cease to appeal to them They did the tests again,
when I have family concerns. several times, and to date,
Because it is worth mentioning some people just do not
here, some miracles really took understand the results. And
place, and today, I still cannot when we shared the news
understand it.
with the Most Reverend
I remember, we had that little
boy whose parents had died
from AIDS, and he also had
AIDS. Once he got to the Mission, people were astounded,
because not all orphanages
accept children with AIDS.
Sister Brigitte Marie took
him, and she told me that she
would call her Superior, Bishop
Jean Marie, to tell him to pray
for this little child who was
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Bishop, he said: “This is
the Blessed Mother!”, for
this is a miracle that has
occurred.

Next, there was another
child, called Anna. People
were ready to bury Anna.
I believe the Blessed Virgin
led us to the area of Coudé, because the people
remarked: “Here is the
Sister, passing by”, and
there happened to be a lady
who had just given birth,

and she was in the process of
burying her child.
We went there and we took her
baby, then we left to see the
Justice with the family of the
baby’s mother, as they said that
they could not keep this child,
because the mother would come
get her and kill her!
Then, with the agreement of
the Judicial Community of

Niger, they were able to place
this child at the Mission of
Fraternite Notre Dame, and
at this time, I cannot even tell
you all the children that we
have at the Mission! These
are children who fall under
an ordinance of the Judge of
Minors with overview from
the Ministry of Protection of
Children.
Now, the children who are
placed by the Justice know
that they are here, entrusted
to Fraternite Notre Dame,
which takes care of them
with their education, their
health and everything!
There is another, recent
miracle: it occurred about
2 or 3 months ago. I was
asleep in my bedroom, when
I got up around 2am. All of a
sudden, without knowing
why, I went outside. My
kitchen is roughly 25 yards
from the bedroom, I looked
and went towards the kitchen,
and there, I saw a lit gas
burner with a sauce pan over

it, which had contained milk,
but it was all gone.
Immediately, I ran up and
turned the gas burner off. The
watchman, could not figure
out what had caused me to
wake up, because then, in the
middle of the night, I usually
sleep tight and I don’t wake
up. I said, “But it was the
Lord who guided me”.
And when I told the story
to Sister Brigitte Marie,
she said: “Mr. Ada, this is
because you are doing so
much for us; this is the Blessed
Virgin Who is protecting you,
we need to tell this to the
Bishop.”

she did not know any.
Immediately, I called Mother
Marie Martha, “Mother Marie
Martha, I am concerned because
I just got a call from my wife who
tells me that my 2-year-old baby,
who was born in September
2013, can no longer walk. What
advice can you give me, can you
ask the Bishop to pray for my
baby?”

Immediately, she called the
Bishop, and that same night,
my wife called me up to tell
me that the baby was walking
again!
Even though the hospitals had
done all the tests, there were
x-rays, and they said that the
So I called the Bishop, and baby had nothing wrong with it.
believe me, it was no great
surprise, he just told me: But thanks to all of this, today,
“This is a reward for all that I truly believe in these people
you are doing for us.”
and in their ideology; these are
men of God and I have great
Some time ago, while I was trust in them; Fraternite Notre
in Chicago, my wife called Dame, today, is my second
me from Niger to tell me that family.
my 2-year-old baby, Mami,
could no longer walk.
The Nuns of Fraternite Notre
I asked her the reason, but Dame settled much earlier,
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before I got to know them,
back in 1996. They have an
orphanage, a dispensary and a
school, and they help the poor,
especially lepers and the less
favored.

and I don’t know how, as this
is through divine grace, but
after some time we get the
salary money, and Sister
Brigitte Marie says: “But the
Blessed Virgin is here, She does
not forget us, as you can see,
so let’s have courage and keep
going.”
This is just how we support
the Bishop’s ideology there in
Niger.

The dispensary was opened
in 2002; the maternity is open
from 8am until noon, and
today, while we speak, there
are over 1,200 prenatal consultations and over 2,500 patients
treated on a monthly basis.
Today, all the Nigeriens want
to see who is that man of God
Further, we get 500 patients that who is behind this special
we treat free of charge, these work, and whom they have not
are persons who have nothing, had a chance to see personally.
and we are under the obligation to nurse them because we We also have a school, which
just cannot let them die; this was created in 2002 opening
is God’s work, and the Bishop with 14 pupils, and today the
always told us that “you can- school counts over 800 pupils.
not leave the people, you ought
to treat them”, and that is true! Among these 800 pupils, more
We just wonder how we do it, than half are orphaned children
because at times, with all the to whom we have given milk,
free services, how can we even and who received our support.
pay the workers’ salaries?
For even if there are children

their family can come on a
weekly basis to get milk and
soap.
We take care of all those
who are sick, and so when
they reach school age, the
parents come to us and say:
“Well, listen, as for these
children that you have
helped with the grace of
Bishop Jean Marie, are now
of age to go to school, what
are we going to do with
these children?” We have no
choice but to welcome them,
just like our own boarder
orphan children that we
have, and who now number
45.

You could not believe, but
these children study well
and are very intelligent.
Today, we have over 300 of
them who are schooled free
of charge at the compound,
in addition to the children
whom we have at the orphanage, and are boarders there.
On many occasions, we reached who are orphans, we are able So, to date, overall, the
the 27th or 28th of the month, to support their relations so school counts over 800
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children, all grades combined,
but we have at least 2 classes
per level, from kindergarten
all the way to the high school
seniors.
And then, as for the orphanage
that I was telling you about, we
have 45 children there. Some
women take care of these
children, and their duty is to
help the Sister. For she needs
people to help her with the
work.
When the authorities come
and pay us a visit, they tell us:
“We just cannot figure out
how you are able to raise
all these children, especially
under
such
conditions,
because when we pass
through other orphanages,
it’s different, but as for us
who represent the authorities,
when we see what your children are eating, we want to
eat like them too!”

And Sister says: “Well, this is
Most Reverend Bishop Jean
Marie’s ideal, the children eat
the same thing as we eat, and
Fraternite Notre Dame’s priority is that children are fed
first; then the adults can eat.”

Among the score of orphanages that Niger numbers, there
is one which is larger, but from
the viewpoint of taking care of
the children and staff, we get
the first place in Niger today,
and therefore whenever the
Bishop asks something from
the authorities, they grant it to
him.
Today, I can certainly and openly say that we have the trust and
confidence of the politicians of
the Nigerien people because
they have seen that our work is
for real.

And today, the Judges for the
Protection of Children and the
political authorities decide
whenever there is a case of
child abandonment, that the
first institution to which they
go is Fraternite Notre Dame,
because they say: “At least we
know that there, the child will
live.”
Therefore, apart from all what
I’ve just told you, generally
When a child is sick, Sister does speaking, when it comes to
not sleep, but she immediately Fraternite Notre Dame, we
calls the Bishop or the Mothers, organize consultations in some
and she says: “Here, I’ve just villages that belong to the
received a child who is sick.” greater outskirts of the capital.
And in no time, the Bishop Because we are in Niamey, which
explains what should be done, is Niger’s capital, there are so
and believe me, we always get many people in the outskirts who
results.
have no access to medical care,
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that each month we offer consultations 18 miles from Niamey in
a city called Kollo. We go there
with all the doctors, with Sister
and the Friar.
Each month, because people
know that we are coming,
they wait for us, form a line
and are attended with medical consultations from 8am
until 6pm, and we give them
medicine. Some awards were
granted in the name of His
Excellency Bishop Jean Marie,
by the mayor of Kollo and the
Prefect. All of this is the work
of the Bishop.
There is also a village we go to
on a regular basis for consultations. During the month, if not
in Kollo, we go to the Gotheye
Region.
Also, there are the lepers whom
the Bishop supports a great
deal in the town of Aquateri,
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just outside of Niamey. He and sought the daughter for reusually buys goats for them. lations, and their own daughter
became pregnant.
He also gives them medicine, food, and every year, I know one in particular. When
when World Leprosy Day is we talked to her father, he
observed and the Minister asked us to help her. Which we
of the Protection of Chil- did, and we actually paid for
dren comes to them with the her schooling. She passed her
Minister of Health, they baccalaureate, and today she is
always give a testimony of a teacher and married someone
their satisfaction to Frater- in the military with whom she is
nite Notre Dame, for all the happy today. There are several
efforts that it makes towards cases similar to this...
their benefit.
We help single mothers, or at
Typically, there are some times divorce cases occur, or
difficult social cases in which even help widowers who cannot
the brigade of minors entrust make ends meet.
to us through the Police.
But when they get to know us,
we try to help them the best
If, for instance, there is a we can, and believe me, there
single mother, because I are many today who are okay
know two or three single because when we have somemothers who had problems thing, we always give it to them.
with their families. They be- Their needs are being attended
came pregnant because the and their health care is guaranfather rejected the mother teed.

Plus we give them food. If we
have clothing, they get some
clothing; if we have food, we
give some to them as well, and
so today they are happy and
they keep testifying about it. All
of this is actually the work of the
Bishop.
Now, currently in the village
where I was born, 180 miles
from the capital. The Bishop
sends medicine and people are
grateful for it and every time
they ask us: “But who is that
Bishop Jean Marie who gives
you the medicine, to come and
help us?”
Through all this I feel it is the
value of religion. And this is the
main point, it is what the Good
God wants.
We ought to think of the
poorest of the poor, and Bishop
Jean Marie stands by them, and
he has us pray for all.
As for me, today, I am happy to
know him, because he’s changed
my life. He gave me the conviction to have pity on others, and I
always think of the poor. People
tell me: “By the fact that you
are with the Sisters has changed
your life, because today we can
see that you are generous, you
always seek to share your bread
with others.”
This is what we have received
from His Excellency Bishop
Jean Marie, and each time he
tells us: “whenever you’ve got

something, think of those who
have nothing, because the Lord
has given us, and we should
think of others.”
When I go to Chicago, I am
always very happy to meet with
him, and then to return to Niger,
to continue his work, his fight, so
that all of this may develop and
thrive, and so I may be able to
testify that we need others even
when we are located thousands
of miles away, but we need them
for God’s cause.
And you know, Niger is a country of the Sahel, located in
Western Africa, and it covers
about 496,000 square miles, and
for the most part, roughly over
80% of its whole area is desert
land. This is a country which,
almost every 3 years, experiences a food deficit.
Being a nation in the Sahel, only
the southern portion of Niger is
fit for agriculture, which produces too little to provide for the
entire Nigerien population.
Therefore, today, the work of
the Bishop contributes a great
deal to help this population;
even the sanitary authorities say
it to us: Fraternite Notre Dame
has contributed to increase the
country’s percentage of sanitary
coverage.
And what we have not yet mentioned is the impact on the sick
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and pregnant women, because
with each prenatal consultation, we get on average of more
than 1,200 patients each month,
which is quite a few.
So overall, we can say that
Fraternite Notre Dame contributes to improving the living conditions of the population, when it
comes to its sanitary, educational
and social aspect, because we do
help some less-favored neighborhoods.

They would associate Charlie
with the Christians, but they did
so not knowing that Charlie was
neither Christian nor Muslim,
for they were people who did not
uphold the cause of God.
These men had come in gangs,
they wanted to come into the
Mission and break things. We
were outside, and in the meantime, we called the Bishop to tell
him to pray for us. And when
they came, they started throwing
stones, but all of a sudden, they
stopped short and left for another
place, about 220 yards away, and
they set churches and dance halls
into fire.

At times we do so in collaboration with the state, because
we ask their help, for sometimes
they can contribute subsidies
to assist us, though most of the
time, the help comes from Most Later on that night, around 7pm,
the Police came by our place,
Reverend Bishop Jean Marie.
and we told them that we had
Thus, Niger being a country not been hit, and they were
of the Sahel, we certainly need reassured.
other partners who think alike
the Bishop, and who can come Then, some Christian friends
and help us until we are able came to ask why we had not
to be autonomous, for in Niger been hit, and we answered them
I think that out of three rainy that we did not know, but that it
seasons, only one fulfills the was a miracle from God.
required amount of water, so you I told them: “The Blessed
can go by for two years, but it’s Virgin has protected us, God has
protected us, and today, we are
not easy.
safe and sound.”
We sadly remember what
happened on January 2015,
following the Charlie Hebdo
[attack in Paris]. All what
happened in Niger then is very
unfortunate, for they came to
destroy the churches.
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Most of all, our neighbors also,
because they are people that we
help, and we get very well along
with them, as the Bishop advised
us to do, because you always
need to think of your neighbor.
And I believe that this also is part
of God’s miracle, so that today,
we are safe and sound.

- 35 -

Saint Solange
(860-876)
Patron Saint
of Berry
–France-

Solange was born in 860
in France, at Villemont, a
small village located about
12 kilometers from Bourges.
Her good Christian parents
were the serfs of Count
Girard of Bourges. Poor indeed, but rich in the virtues that shape the saints,
they would work hard and
raise their daughter in the
same spirit.
So, from her earliest childhood, Solange learned to
know God and His precepts,
but her greatest joy was to
listen to the lives of the
saints, which people would
share with one another
at night. Her favorite was
Saint Agnes, and before
going to sleep, she would
repeat: “I shall do like
you, little Agnes”. With
her childish words, she had
consecrated herself to God
and to the Blessed Virgin
Mary, to which she had entrusted her purity, and at
age 7, she heard a voice
telling her: “Come to Me,
Solange, you will be My
spouse for Eternity!”
The little girl would spend
much time meditating in
the silence of the fields,
because she would tend
the few sheep and goats
of her parents. Up early to
first go to Mass, she would
hurry to gather her ani-
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mals, and humming canticles, she would leave for
the meadows.
Solange had made for herself a little oratory with
some branches, and there,
she would offer to God her
humble day of labor. Her
fingers were always busy,
doing some work useful to
her family.
Sitting below an oak tree
in the summer; warming
herself by walking in the
cool season, she would
spin, but at times the spindle slept from her hands;
Solange was lost in an
ecstasy which Heaven was
granting her.
Her
historians
share
with us that quite often,
Solange would end up forgetting the time of day, so
much so was she absorbed
by her meditations, that
she would not notice that
the sun had already disappeared behind the hills.
When she stayed at home
to do the laundry or some
other chores, Solange
would take advantage to
practice charity towards
the poor and the sick that
used to wander on the
roads, begging from one
village to another.
Solange had received from
God the gift of miracles,
and thus she would cure

the sick that were known
as incurable, drive thunder
storms, or divert floods,
appeal for rain over fields
burnt out by the drought.
At her sight, the numerous wolves would mingle
with the ewes, without
hurting them, and birds
would turn tame and land
on her shoulder.
But Solange had grown.
She turned 16, and the
breviary describes her to
us as being “beautiful in
her face, and even fairer
through the faith. Early
wisdom, which she had
found in her relationship
with God, would command
the same respect as the
white hair of the elderly.”
At the time, Bernard III,
Count of Poitiers, had
taken by force the County
of Bourges. He had three
sons, including Rainulfe II,
the eldest, young and
smart, handsome, but
with the physical strength
of a brute, of which he
was boastful.
Having heard of the
remarked
beauty
of
Solange, he took advantage of a hunting party for

wolves and boars to enter
the field where she was
tending her fold.
He found her in prayer
and dared not interrupt
her, so much was he tied
under the spell of her so
extraordinary recollection
and beauty.
Thus, he waited, and the
young girl finished her
prayer, gathered her fold
without even noticing
the presence of Rainulfe.
Then, the rider called
her and announced all his
titles, while asking to
marry her.
Not moved in any way,
Solange repelled his
proposition, explaining to
him that she was already
betrothed to the Christ.
Rainulfe came several
times to Solange, who
never flinched. Then, he
decided to exert violence;
the young girl took her
flight, but he jumped on
his horse, caught a hold of
her, but she fought back,
all the while invoking
Jesus.
She fell to the ground,
stood up again and started
running. Rainulfe resumed

his chasing her, but anger
dominated his love, and
taking his sword out, he
cut Solange’s flight short,
by severing her head.
The breviary reports that:
“from her virginal head,
cut off with the sword,
escaped three times the
Name of Jesus...
As soon as the cruel
executioner had severed
her head, taking the bloody
head into her own hands,
she miraculously carried
it, under the lead of the
angels, from the place of
her martyrdom to the place
that she had chosen to be
buried.”
On that very spot, the piety
of the faithful raised the
church of Saint Solange.
Similarly, a chapel was
erected at the very place
where Rainulfe’s sword
hastened the marriage of
the little shepherdess with
her Lord Jesus.
Saint Solange’s protection grew considerably,
whenever public calamities called for her intervention. Numerous were
the miracles of all sorts.
Her relics can be seen in
Bourges and Nevers cathedrals.
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Oral Statement from Fraternite Notre Dame
New York City
2016 ECOSOC High Level Segment
Fraternite Notre Dame, founded by His Excellency Bishop Jean Marie, is a
Catholic Organization at the service of the world’s most destitute, and this year it
feels particularly sensitised to the topic chosen by the 2016 ECOSOC High-Level
Segment.
Fraternite Notre Dame strives to improve the life conditions of people that are
excluded or cast out. By this, we mean:
- The sick;
- Those with a physical or mental disability;
- The elderly, the isolated and those who depend on others;
- The poor who have no food, are homeless or unemployed;
- Orphans;
- Prisoners, and
- The Christian martyrs.
Fraternite Notre Dame’s Founder takes to heart that his Organization, because
of its religious vocation, comes to the help of the suffering members of society.
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The duty of society is to help its weakest members. The duty of those who are
both healthy and wealthy is to help society’s suffering members, that is, the sick and
the poor.
Fraternite Notre Dame has realized humanitarian works for all these persons in
difficulty, by creating soup kitchens for the poor, welcoming the elderly and supporting
the sick located in its vicinity, while also opening dispensaries, and centers to aid
orphans.
In order to tackle exclusion, it is required to educate the youth, teaching them
how to lend a hand to others. Our current world is heading to its own ruin, because
of selfishness, violence and the decadence of its morality. Fraternite Notre Dame has
founded some schools that admit children in need.
A compulsory sectarian secularism is the greatest violence exerted against the
human conscience, and it has led to the greatest dechristianization of the youth.
One has removed Christianity from the youth, and that is why they no longer have any
life ideals, and many of them leave to join extremist groups.
Education is meant to teach love and charity, instead of hatred; friendly
collaboration, instead of jealousy; fraternity and working together, instead of the pride
of a particular race, cast of social status.
Today’s Christian martyrs do not only suffer in their bodies: but they are also
dishonored in their very human dignity, they are denied the halo of martyrdom, and to
the eyes of the world, their souls are not great any longer.
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